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Synopsis

Bee-bim bop (the name translates as A¢a —A“mix-mix riceA¢a -As) is a traditional Korean dish of
rice topped, and then mixed, with meat and vegetables. In bouncy rhyming text, a hungry child tells
about helping her mother make bee-bim bop: shopping, preparing ingredients, setting the table, and
finally sitting down with her family to enjoy a favorite meal. The energy and enthusiasm of the young
narrator are conveyed in the whimsical illustrations, which bring details from the artistA¢a -a,¢s
childhood in Korea to his depiction of a modern Korean American family. Even young readers who
arenA¢a -4,¢t familiar with the dish will recognize the pride that comes from helping Mama, the fun
of mixing ingredients together in a bowl, and the pleasure of sharing delicious food. Includes

authorA¢a —4,¢s own recipe.
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Customer Reviews

PreSchool-Grade 2A¢4a -4 celn the tradition of Grace Lin’s Dim Sum for Everyone! (Knopf, 2001)
and The Ugly Vegetables (Charlesbridge, 1999), Park introduces preschoolers to the culinary

culture of Korea. Playful, cartoonlike drawings portray a round-faced girl helping her mother shop
and prepare a delicious meal in the kitchen. The illustrations, set against a white background, are
very appealing. Each spread presents a detailed and busy kitchen scene enhancing the rhyming

text. The name of the dish is delightful, and children will want to chime in on Hungry hungry



hungry/for some BEE-BIM BOP! and variations on the catchy refrain. The verses contain many of
the preparation steps and ingredients and some readers may have difficulty keeping the rhythm, but
with a bit of practice, the rhyme works well. A recipe follows the story and in the author’s note, Park
explains that bee-bim bop means mix-mix rice. A fine addition to any collection, this book is a terrific
way to introduce Korean culture to young children.A¢a -4 ceBe Astengo, Alachua County Library,
Gainesville, FL Copyright A A® Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. Al

rights reserved. --This text refers to the Hardcover edition.

PreS-Gr. 2. Newbery Medal-winning author Park captures the exciting rush of dinnertime
preparations in this picture book about a Korean family. A little girl is thrilled about what'’s for
dinner--the Korean dish Bee-bim Bop--and she excitedly helps her mother select groceries and
prepare the meal before Papa, the baby, and Grandmother gather for a short prayer and, finally,
dinner. Park’s brief, bouncy, rhyming text, with the refrain, "Hungry hungry hungry / for some
BEE-BIM BOP!" perfectly echoes the frenzied speed of shopping and cooking, as well as the gleeful
anticipation of a favorite meal, which most kids will recognize. Lee’s watercolors extend the flurry of
activity, humor, and delight in uncluttered spreads, many from a child’s-eye view. Step-by-step
descriptions will intrigue children who love learning about the process of putting a meal together. A
recipe for Bee-bim Bop, with instructions for "you" and a "grown-up," closes this cheerful offering,
which will partner nicely with the books in the adjacent Read-alikes, "Kids in the Kitchen." Gillian
EngbergCopyright A A© American Library Association. All rights reserved --This text refers to the

Hardcover edition.

| bought this for a friend’s 2 year old, and she loves it! This is one of the few books she will sit all the
way through and she likes to say "Bee Bim Bop". The rhymes are great and there is a recipe in the

back that could be fun for older kids.

This book is so cute with great cadence to the words. My 6 and 3 year old still love it!

We found this book in a public waiting area and our one year old loved the story so much | bought it
right there from using my phone. Two years later, it is still one of her favorite books. It is well
illustrated and has very charming rhymes. Best of all, there is a recipe page for Bee Bim Bop in the

back of the book with sections broken out for what kids can do to help.



Used this at a baby shower where the mom was Korean. Used as a guest book for people to sign.

She loved it

Very cute, and good Korean representation.

Bought for a friend’s baby shower. Her husband is half-Korean and my friend loves to cook. It was

the perfect gift! The story and illustrations are cute too.

We started reading this to our son when he was two or three. It's a family favorite and at four he has
long since known it by heart. Great illustrations and catchy rhymes. It's a great way for our
transracial family to add another taste of Korean culture. | love that in the story the whole family sits
down together for dinner time. | also enjoy the recipe in the back along with a picture of the author

with her niece and nephew putting rice 'on the boil'.

So happy to find a good quality, modern Korean book. | wish there were a lot more of them! My kids
really enjoyed this and | was so excited to find the recipe to make Bee-Bim Bop in the back | would
buy again.
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